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If you want to discover the captivating history of the Second Sino-Japanese War, then keep
reading...Free History BONUS Inside!Many people in the West look upon the Second Sino-
Japanese War, which took place in the 1930s and 1940s, as a sort of sideshow to the larger
Second World War, but there is no separating the two. Imagine the Pacific War, the theater of
World War II that took place in the Pacific. If the Japanese were not busy fighting on another
front, they would have had millions of more troops available to fight the Americans and the
British. In all likelihood, World War II would have ended the same way, but it would have taken
much longer and cost that many more lives.To understand the conflict between these two Asian
powers, we have to travel back in time quite a ways, for the story of what is known by many as
the Second Sino-Japanese War is long and rooted deep in history.In The Second Sino-
Japanese War: A Captivating Guide to Military Conflict That Began between China and Japan,
Including Events Such as the Japanese Invasion of Manchuria and the Nanjing Massacre, you
will discover topics such asThe Roots of the ConflictJapan before the WarManchuria/
ManchukuoChina ProperAnother “Incident”The OpponentsThe Tragedy of NanjingThey Were
ExpendableThe War Drags OnHorrors Mostly UnknownFriendsAnd much, much more!So if you
want to learn more about the Second Sino-Japanese War, scroll up and click the "add to cart"
button!



The Second Sino-Japanese WarA Captivating Guide to Military Conflict That Began between
China and Japan, Including Events Such as the Japanese Invasion of Manchuria and the
Nanjing Massacre© Copyright 2020All Rights Reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the author. Reviewers may quote brief
passages in reviews.Disclaimer: No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in
any form or by any means, mechanical or electronic, including photocopying or recording, or by
any information storage and retrieval system, or transmitted by email without permission in
writing from the publisher.While all attempts have been made to verify the information provided
in this publication, neither the author nor the publisher assumes any responsibility for errors,
omissions or contrary interpretations of the subject matter herein.This book is for entertainment
purposes only. The views expressed are those of the author alone, and should not be taken as
expert instruction or commands. The reader is responsible for his or her own actions.Adherence
to all applicable laws and regulations, including international, federal, state and local laws
governing professional licensing, business practices, advertising and all other aspects of doing
business in the US, Canada, UK or any other jurisdiction is the sole responsibility of the
purchaser or reader.Neither the author nor the publisher assumes any responsibility or liability
whatsoever on the behalf of the purchaser or reader of these materials. Any perceived slight of
any individual or organization is purely unintentional.Table of ContentsIntroduction to One of the
World's Bloodiest ConflictsChapter 1 – The Roots of the ConflictChapter 2 – Japan before the
WarChapter 3 – Manchuria/ManchukuoChapter 4 – China ProperChapter 5 – Another
“Incident”Chapter 6 – The OpponentsChapter 7 – The Tragedy of NanjingChapter 8 – They Were
ExpendableChapter 9 – The War Drags OnChapter 10 – Horrors Mostly UnknownChapter 11 –
FriendsConclusion – The End of the WarSourcesFree Bonus from Captivating History: History
EbookHi History Lovers!My name is Matt Clayton, and I’m the creator of Captivating History.
First off, I want to THANK YOU for reading our books in the Captivating History series. As an
avid reader of History myself, I aim to produce books that will hold you captive.Now you have a
chance to join our exclusive history list so you can get the ebook below for free as well as
discounts and a potential to get more history books for free! Simply click the link below to
join.P.S. If you join now, you will also receive a free Mythology book. Remember that it’s 100%
free to join the list.Also, make sure to follow us on:Twitter: @CaptivhistoryFacebook: Captivating
History: @captivatinghistoryIntroduction to One of the World's Bloodiest ConflictsFor most
people in Europe, World War II began in 1939 with the German invasion of Poland. Those in the
territories of the Soviet Union (conveniently forgetting the Soviet invasion of Finland and eastern
Poland in 1939) mark the start of the “Great Patriotic War” as June 22nd, 1941, when Hitler's
armies attacked their country. Most Americans mark the beginning of the war as December 7th,
1941, with the attack on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese. It's all a matter of perspective.Circle
around the world to Asia, however, and you get an entirely different point of view. Academic



historians differ in their opinions, but they usually fall into two camps regarding the start of World
War II in Asia: either 1931, with the Japanese invasion of Manchuria, a remote semi-
autonomous region of China at the time, or 1936, when the Japanese invaded China proper. In
either case, the war in Asia went on far longer than the war in Europe, and it likely cost just as
many lives, with most of them being Chinese.Many people in the West look upon the Second
Sino-Japanese War, which took place in the 1930s and 1940s, as a sort of sideshow to the
larger Second World War, but there is no separating the two. Imagine the Pacific War, the theater
of World War II that took place in the Pacific. If the Japanese were not busy fighting on another
front, they would have had millions of more troops available to fight the Americans and the
British. In all likelihood, World War II would have ended the same way, but it would have taken
much longer and cost that many more lives.To understand the conflict between these two Asian
powers, we have to travel back in time quite a ways, for the story of what is known by many as
the Second Sino-Japanese War is long and rooted deep in history.Chapter 1 – The Roots of the
ConflictIn China, the war with Japan is called by a variety of names, including the official
“Fourteen Years' War of Resistance,” with it being referred to as the “Eight Years' War of
Resistance” earlier on, and it is also sometimes referred to as part of the “Global Anti-Fascist
War,” which, of course, it was.In today's Japan, the war is most often referred to as the “Japan-
China War,” but when the war actually began, the Japanese government referred to it as the
“North China Incident.” That changed shortly thereafter when Japan invaded Shanghai, and the
war became known as simply the “China Incident,” which was clearly an understatement. The
word “incident” resulted partially as a result of there being no formal declaration of war and also
due to Japan’s desire to downplay their actions to the international audience.Even today, when it
is clear to almost everyone who was to blame for the war in China, some Japanese, within the
government and without, call the war the “Japan-China Incident. This “incident” cost upward of
twenty million lives.When World War II broke out in the Pacific, the war in China became the
“Greater East Asia War,” which was far more accurate, as the conflict was fought over thousands
of miles and involved, in one way or another, China, Japan, the United States, Great Britain,
India, and the Soviet Union.To understand the Second Sino-Japanese War, we need to go back
to the First Sino-Japanese War. However, to understand that war, we need to go back a bit
further to examine how the two countries got to that point. Of course, what happened in the
centuries before the Second Sino-Japanese War does not bear directly on our subject, but that
does not mean it did not have some effect.RootsHistorians and now genetic ethnologists (those
who study the genetic roots of peoples and their migrations) tell us that Japan was originally
populated by the Jomon people, a distinct ethnic group that still lives on in the DNA of the Ainu,
a people who live in the northern areas of Japan, predominantly on the northern island of
Hokkaido, and who are distinctly different from most Japanese. These people are related to
many of the indigenous peoples of northern Asia and distantly with the native peoples of North
America.People from the Asian mainland, known as the Yayoi, migrated to Japan and
intermingled with the native groups already there; simply put, this resulted in the modern



Japanese. This all took place approximately from 300 BCE to 300 CE. Over time, a unique
Japanese culture was born.There are many things at which the Japanese excel, and one of
them is absorbing and adapting foreign technologies and cultures into their own. For the first few
centuries after their arrival, the Yayoi people, who eventually formed into the modern Japanese,
imported much of their culture from the Asian mainland. This included their system of writing,
religious and philosophical beliefs, and even clothing and court habits. As time went by, these
were changed to fit what was becoming a unique and geographically isolated culture. Chinese
characters became Japanese, and ideas such as Buddhism underwent changes and became
unique to Japan, for example, Zen Buddhism.For many centuries, the Japanese led relatively
isolated lives. Of course, there was trade done with China and the Asian mainland (mostly
Korea), and Japan became dependent on China for many things, such as the expensive silk that
was used in the clothing of the upper class, namely for kimonos.You would think, given such a
long history, that the Japanese and Chinese would have warred against each other many times
over the centuries, but that was what happened. For the Chinese, Japan was a backwater
country, and besides, it was located over the ocean. Trade with Japan was but one small part of
their economy, as China had a much more lucrative trade with the West (namely with the
kingdoms of the Middle East and later Europe) and to the south, with India and the tributary
states of Southeast Asia.For Japan’s part, much of the early history of the country was spent at
war with itself. The rise of the samurai class and their warrior ethos took place around the 900s,
and these thoughts and practices only increased. Rival clans and alliances spent decades or
more at war, as they attempted to unite the country under one man (or one family), or some
smaller variation on a more local scale.It was not until the late 13th century that the national
forces of both countries faced each other on the battlefield. This was the attempted invasion of
Japan by the Mongols, who had taken over China in the previous decades.The Mongols, whose
army was made up of not only of Mongolians but of Chinese and Koreans, attempted to conquer
Japan twice, in 1274 and 1281. A huge Mongol/Chinese fleet (the ships themselves were
commanded and mostly manned by ethnic Chinese, as the Mongols were nomadic horse
warriors from the Asian steppes, far from any ocean) appeared off the northwestern coast of the
southernmost Japanese island, Kyushu, in 1274 after the demands by the Mongol emperor,
Kublai Khan, had been rejected. He had been firmly rejected, too—his envoys were decapitated,
and their heads were sent back to China.Though the Mongols gained a small foothold in their
first attempt, they were thwarted both times by storms, which destroyed many of their ships and
forced them to retreat due to the lack of supplies. In both invasions, warriors from both sides
encountered each other frequently, though many believe the storms prevented any real fighting.
In the first case, Mongol mass tactics seem to have gotten the upper hand for a time, as
opposed to the samurai tactic of fighting individual “honorable” battles. By the time of the second
invasion, the Japanese had built up considerable defenses and met the Mongols, this time not
only with different tactics but also with an early type of special forces raid, in which men swam to
the Mongol fleet and set many ships ablaze.After these two costly attempts, Kublai Khan and his



descendants, while still claiming Japan as theirs, gave up on any attempts at conquering the
island nation. As you might realize, the storms that brewed up both times to help defeat the
Mongols were referred to by the Japanese as winds sent by their gods to protect them; they
were called “divine winds,” or kamikaze.For over the next six centuries, Japan and China lived
side by side in relative peace, though pirates from both sides (and sometimes even in united
teams) preyed upon the coasts and coastal shipping lanes of both countries.In the late 16th
century, a new force had entered Asian power politics. These were the Europeans, who came
from various nations, including Spain, Portugal, Holland, and England. During the European
“Age of Discovery,” seafarers from Europe went out in search of a faster route to the riches of
Asia. By crossing the seas rather than the vast lands of the Middle and Far East, they hoped to
avoid not only the dangers of hostile bandits, clans, and nations but also the taxes and tolls of
those in power. The Europeans were the first to sail the open oceans in any serious numbers,
and their hope was that they could find an easier route to China and India and the riches they
believed and knew were there: jewels, gold, silk, and spices, all of which had been traded
throughout the centuries over the vast lands of the “Silk Road” that had been described by
Marco Polo and others.The reactions of Japan and China to the Europeans were different from
each other, with the size of their nations playing a role. China, one of the largest nations/
kingdoms on Earth, was hard to police, especially when dynasties were falling and local
warlords took power away from the capital. In many cases, the Europeans moved in and played
one warlord against another for trade rights. By the early 19th century, the ruling dynasty in
China, the Qing, was beginning to weaken, and with the arrival of Western military forces and
their advanced technology, the government began to make concessions to various European
nations in the hopes of avoiding conflicts that they probably could not win.In contrast, Japan, by
the late 1500s/early 1600s, had been unified by one man and family, the Tokugawa clan, whose
first ruler, Tokugawa Ieyasu, had become shōgun (“barbarian conquering general”) in 1600. By
the time of his death in 1616, Tokugawa Ieyasu had effectively banned all foreigners from Japan,
except for a small area around the southern city of Hiroshima. All Japanese were banned from
traveling abroad as well. Among his many missions, protecting the unique nature of Japan from
the outside was paramount. This policy of isolation continued until the 1850s, when the
Americans, under threat of force, opened Japan up to increased foreign trade and personnel.
Still, the Japanese, especially after the restoration of imperial power in 1868, kept the foreigners
under strict supervision and deftly played one Western power against another.Tokugawa Ieyasu
had bought weapons from the Europeans, but he did not allow them inside his country, which
the Chinese did, to their detriment. In all fairness, many factors contributed to the decline of
Chinese power in the early 1800s, among them a weakening of the ruling Qing dynasty, which
grew more and more corrupt as time went by. Between 1839 to 1842, the Chinese fought the
First Opium War against the British. Simply put, the British, who had secured a virtual monopoly
on the opium trade in India and the Middle East, wished to sell opium in China. For their part, the
Chinese had been fighting against opium addiction for some time and did not want the British



selling opium in their country. The trade was so lucrative for the British, though, that they were
willing to go to war with China to force the Chinese to allow British opium in the country. This war
resulted in a humiliating defeat for the Chinese, who were outgunned and outmatched and
defeated by the significantly smaller forces of the British.The First Opium War had resulted in the
Chinese being forced to open five treaty ports, which allowed Britain to virtually control the
economic activity within them, and ceding Hong Kong Island to Great Britain. Still, after the first
war, the Chinese did what they could to stymie the efforts of the British and other Western
powers, who pushed not only for the enforcement of their “rights” secured after the first war but
also more access to trade within China, especially in, you guessed it, opium.Illustration 1:
Depiction of battle between British and Chinese troops during the Second Opium WarIn
between the two wars, there were many incidents of Chinese mobs assaulting Europeans,
whom many saw as invaders and thieves. In retaliation, the British and French forces often
retaliated or demanded the Chinese government hand over their nationals for trial in British or
French courts. Foreigners trying one’s citizens in their own country according to foreign laws are
usually grounds for war, even today. However, from the European perspective at the time, many
Chinese were “let off the hook,” and what the British saw as “free trade” was blocked by the
Chinese whenever they could.The Second Opium War was fought between 1856 and 1860,
which was about ten years after the First Opium War, and it pitted China against both Britain and
France. Once again, the Chinese were defeated, and further concessions were granted to the
Europeans. Within China, many people were angry not only at the Europeans but also at their
government, which they began to see as weak and incompetent.As the 19th century wore on,
more and more European powers, including Russia, Germany, Belgium, Italy, and Holland,
demanded the same economic rights in China as the British and French. By the 1890s, many of
these powers had what were called “concessions” in Chinese cities on the coast. This effectively
meant that at least in part of these cities, foreigners controlled the trade, taxes, and even who
lived where. In reality, Chinese trade with the outside world was controlled by foreign
powers.Two powers came late to the “game,” the United States and Japan. Though the US
attempted to initiate a somewhat fairer Chinese trade policy among the world powers (known as
the Open Door policy), the truth is that American companies moved in and attempted to get their
“fair share” of the Chinese market themselves. Additionally, though the Europeans had begun to
bring in Christian missionaries to China, it wasn’t until the arrival of the Americans that
Christianity began to slowly spread in China. For the most part, it only caused more
resentment.Japan, which between 1868 and the 1890s had become the most technologically
advanced country in Asia, saw the opportunities in China, as well as the European gains not
only in China but also in all of Asia, and wanted a “piece of the pie” itself.Japan’s move to
become a world power began in Korea, which was, at the time, a united kingdom that was
sometimes referred to as a hermit kingdom due to its isolation from the rest of the world.For
centuries, Korea had been a client state of China, providing tribute and much coal and iron. With
Japan’s growing modern technology, much of it dependent on exactly that, it saw Korea as a



prime target for its growing military power. Requests and demands that China open Korea to
Japanese trade were rebuffed, and so, Japan used this as an excuse to go to war with China.
The ensuing conflict, the First Sino-Japanese War, was fought for about nine months between
1894 to 1895, and it resulted in another Chinese defeat. This gave Japan control of Korea, which
it absorbed and colonized, and Japan also forced China to cede Taiwan to them. Japan also
demanded the same rights within Chinese coastal cities as the Europeans and Americans
had.Illustration 2: Major Actions of the First Sino-Japanese WarBetween 1899 and 1901,
Japanese forces joined with European forces to help put down the Chinese anti-foreigner Boxer
Rebellion. This, in turn, gave Japan more concessions within China. The Boxer Rebellion was
noted for its atrocities on both sides, as Chinese mobs and militias killed and tortured foreign
soldiers and also raped foreign women that fell into their hands. For their part, the German,
Russian, and Japanese troops became known for their ruthlessness in response, particularly the
Japanese, who frequently burned entire villages alive in retaliation.Illustration 3: Troops of the “8-
Nation Army” during the time of the Boxer Rebellion. From left to right: Britain, USA, Australia,
British India, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy, and JapanThe First Sino-Japanese War also put
Japan on a collision course with another country, Russia, which bordered both China and Korea.
Disputes over sea boundaries, as well as disputes over which nation should control areas in and
near Korea, as well as Manchuria, the huge resource-rich northernmost province of China,
arose. Control of sea lanes often meant control of the countries and/or their economies.The
world expected the Russians to soundly defeat the Japanese. These reasons included Russia’s
vast size, what was believed to be its superior military power (especially at sea), and racist ideas
that the smaller Japanese could not possibly defeat Europeans in the field. Of course, you don't
have to be large to fire a gun.Between 1904 and 1905, the Russo-Japanese War took place, and
it resulted in the Japanese defeating the Russian Empire. A treaty brokered by US President
Theodore Roosevelt ended the war, which gave Japan many more rights and privileges in
northern China and Manchuria. It also weakened Russian power and allowed Japan to join the
European nations as a world power.
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Edwin Charles Lowe, “An Exceptional History of a Bloody 20th Century Conflict!!!. Book Review
Written January 29, 2020The Second Sino-Japanese War A Captivating Guide to Military
Conflict That Began between China and Japan, Including Events Such as the Japanese
Invasion of Manchuria and the Nanjing Massacre, By Captivating HistoryKindle Edition (108
Pages)This is a concise history of what is visibly one least know and most poorly understood
major aspects of World War II, the Second Sino-Japanese War. In what became a calamitous
life and death struggle broke out between China and Japan, began with a minor clash between
Chinese militia and Imperial Japanese Army troops at the Marco Polo Bridge, not far from
Peiping (Beijing) on July 7, 1937. This small incident soon escalated into numerous, major, and
country-wide engagements because of Japan's predetermined plan to conquer mainland
China. The author noted that some historians believe that World War II in Asia actually began in
1931, when the Japanese invaded and occupied Manchuria, a remote semi-autonomous region
of China at the time, and that 1937 simply marked when the Japanese invaded China proper.
Japan had expected a quick and easy defeat of the weak Chinese Nationalists government, was
surprised by the level of resistance they encountered. The Japanese government came to
believe that if the Nationalist government would not yield to their wishes and decided that to
conquer China they had to eliminate the Nationalist as quickly and brutally as possible. To
accomplish this objective they initiated the official battle tactics called the "Three All Policy" ,
that is , o kill all, burn all, and loot all . This policy characterized Japanese tactics used to defeat
Chinese resistance throughout the war. One example of the impact of the Three All Policy
occurred in December, 1937 after the fall of Banking. the Japanese, carried out over a six
week period, what stands as probably history's largest , single-location , war crime. The
Japanese, using brutal, sadistic, and horrific methods, performed the systematic wholesale
extermination attempts on the entire population of Nanking, likely killing well over 200,000
people in total (some estimates reach 400,000). It is important to know that these atrocities
were directed and supervised by Japanese officers throughout the chain of command. Most of
these victims were civilians (men, women, and children) and prisoners of war. the war in Asia
went on far longer than the war in Europe, and its estimated cost of 20 Million (mostly Chinese)
lives probably equals those lost in Europe. Many people in the West view the Second Sino-
Japanese War, which took place in the 1930s and 1940s, as a sort of sideshow to the larger
Second World War, but it is not possible to separate the two. Imagine the Pacific Theater of
World War II t the Japanese were not busy fighting on the Chinese front, they would have had
millions of more troops available to fight the Americans and the British. In all likelihood, World
War II would have ended the same way, but it would have taken much longer and cost many
more lives. This war merged into World War II, after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941and
ended on September 9, 1945 after Japan surrendered to China and the Allied forces.. Notably,
The conduct and outcome of this war played a big role in the ultimate Communist defeat of the



Nationalist troops and the establishment of Red China in 1949.This book was obviously well
researched, extensively foot noted, and is presented in an, informative, well written manner. The
narrative provides an excellent, straight forward account that is engaging and readily
comprehensible. I was impressed by the organization of the content and the manner in which
the author addressed key aspects of the war such as the origin of the hostilities, each ountry's
political, economic,and social conditions prior to the war, and the discussions regarding the
strategy and tactics the beligerents used as the war progressed. Regarding the co duct of the
war, some readers may have difficulty with the descriptions of the brutality of the fighting, but this
information is necessary to understand not only the overall impact of the fighting in the war's
outcome, as well as it how the war influenced the future development of today's China and
Japan . Further, I believe that it provides a testament to the courage and resilience of the
Chinese people. I strongly recommend this book to any reader that is at least a little curious
about history or whom enjoys a good, nonfiction story.. I really enjoyed this book because of the
quality of the narrative and the information it provides.”

L Bick, “A Meaningful Read. I appreciated the fact that the author outlined on detail and at length
the set of events leading up to the war because in this war it was crucial to understand the war
itself. On the other hand, albeit the atrocities committed by some Japanese individuals during
this war are undeniable, the author reiterates this many times through out the book that it
became somewhat repetitive. All in all, the story told was a meaningful read to me and was
summed up very well and structured in a way that touched up on all of the important anecdotes
while keeping the book as a whole concise which makes it a fine read.”

D. Richard Lehman, “Read this book first.. Read this book first. It is an outstanding readable
introduction to the Second Sino-Japanese War. I enjoyed it enough to consider other titles in the
series and there are many.”

Renee Lewis, “Informative. A great read about the second conflicts between Japan and China.
This gives you information that you might not have known.”

Sena Schneider, “A great illustration of was has been overlook for too long. While Hitler was
riding to power, Japan participated in atrocities as heinous as their German counterpart, if not
more so!”

Rangoon Ron, “Fast delivery. Fast delivery. Book is like new in great shape. All as advertised.
Thanks!”

Bevan, “All-encompassing. In spite of the title - the first 38% of this book is taken up in setting the
scene of the background before the 'war' actually starts being describedThen: the author has an
odd predilection to keep addressing the reader.Still - it's an all encompassing coverage of a



significant chunk of history.As the book reiterates: if Japan was not so caught up in China at the
beginning of WWII, they could have very well achieved a lot more than they actually did
throughout the Pacific - and beyond…As with Hitler side-tracked by the Holocaust and Russia
and Japan in China, the world could very well to a totally difference place today!It's amazing to
see the state of Japan today, knowing their previous predilection for despicable crimes in Korea,
China and the Asia-Pacific regions during WWII. One wonders what is lying just below the
surface in the Japanese psyche.An interesting, challenging book to read.”

DarkLordVic, “Superb succinct history on a little-known conflict. Pitched just right for a historical
narrative on a little-known 20th century conflict between China and Japan , and provides
fascinating insight into the causes and actions leading to the Pacific War in WWII.Highly
recommended ”

Miguel Angel Velasco Lopez, “A good introduction to the Asian WWII. The history of
Sino~Japanese war is the history of the end of China Empire and the beginning of the open
relations between EEUU and China. It is also the way to understand the Japanese role at WWII.
Excellent presentation of the context and the main key points in the Siro-)apáñese War”

The book by Captivating History has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 50 people have provided feedback.

Introduction to One of the World's Bloodiest Conflicts Chapter 1 – The Roots of the Conflict
Chapter 2 – Japan before the War Chapter 3 – Manchuria/Manchukuo Chapter 4 – China Proper
Chapter 5 – Another “Incident” Chapter 6 – The Opponents Chapter 7 – The Tragedy of Nanjing
Chapter 8 – They Were Expendable Chapter 9 – The War Drags On Chapter 10 – Horrors Mostly
Unknown Chapter 11 – Friends Conclusion – The End of the War Sources
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